RAMILLIES
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Ramie fibres, magni-
fied about 10 times

fibres thus derived is sold as grass
cloth.   The fibre comes to Europe
from   China,   -Malaya,   and   the
Indian  sub-
continent in
the form of
dried   ribbons
with the bark
adherent,
stripped   from
the stem  and
containing     a
strong  insol-
uble   gum   or
resin.    This
last   having
been  decom-
posed, ramie
can   be   card-
ed   or   combed   and   spun  upon
worsted or flax machinery.    The
yarn has great tensile strength,
but is so brittle as to snap easily at
a knot.    The fibre is heavy but
inflammable,   does   not   contract
when   wetted,   and   is   short   of
elasticity. Almost all incandescent
gas mantles are made from ramie,
as the ash of the fabric does not
shrink like cotton upon burning.
An artificial straw for hats is made
by   agglutinating   parallel   fibres
into a ribbon.    The fibre is ex-
tensively used in making cordage,
nets, and paper for banknotes.

RamiUies, BATTLE OF. British
and Dutch victory over the
French, Whitsunday, May 23,
1706. Ramillies is in the Belgian
prov. of Brabant, 12 m. N. of
Namur. The War of the Spanish
Succession was raging, and, pre-
vented by the Dutch from march-
ing into Italy, Marlborough turned
against the French, who had one
army under Villeroi on the borders
of the Netherlands, and behind it
another under Marsin. These pro-
posed to unite, but before they

horsemen, a contingent of Danes
being on the English side, ended in
the discomfiture of the French.

Meanwhile Marlborough had
made movements that decided the
day. Having assaulted Fran-
quenay the Dutch infantry
stormed Taviers, the other village
held by the French, but the de-
cisive stroke was effected when the
English centre was strengthened.
Charging forward, the infantry
there broke through the French
line about Ramillies. The Dutch
had turned the right, so the enemy
broke and fled. Nearly all the
French artillery was captured, and
they lost about 15,000 in killed,
wounded, and prisoners. English
and Dutch losses were under 4,000.
Ramleli. Town of Israel. It
is 22 in. \V.N.\V. of Jerusalem on
the main roacl and the rly. from
Jerusalem to Tel Aviv-Jaffa. The
chief mosque was originally a
church built by crusaders. Ram-
leh, occupied in 1917 by the British,
w;is part of British-mandated
Palestine. Pop. (est.) 20,000.

Rammekens. Fortress on Wal-
cberen Island, Netherlands. Situ-
ated on the dykes 3 m. E. of Flush-
ing, it formed part of the defences
covering the entrance to that port.
During Allied operations in the
Second Great War to free the
Scheldt estuary and open the port
of Antwerp, Rammekens was at-
tacked by the R.A.F. on Oct. 7,
1944, the dykes were breached,
and the Germans in the area were
marooned by the resulting floods.
In Kept.-Oct., 1945, the breaches
were filled with concrete Phoenix
caissons, some of them raised from
Mulberry Harbour (q.v.).

Ramnad OB RAMANATHA-
PURAM. District and town of
Madras state, India. The district

1911 entered the Pasteur institute
in Paris, of which he was succes-
sively assistant chief of labora-
tories, head of the research de-
partment, and assistant director.
The anatoxines he devised for vac-
cination against diphtheria and
tetanus were universally adopted,
as several immunities could be
achieved with a single operation.
Ramon y Cajal, SANTIAGO
'(1852-1934). Spanish neurologist,
born May 1, 1852. Graduating
from Saragossa in 1873, eight
years later he became professor
of anatomy at Valencia, and in
1886 professor of histology at
Barcelona. Transferring thence to
Madrid in 1892, he earned a world-
wide reputation by his researches,
receiving half the Nobel prize for
medicine in 1906. He wrote ex-
tensively in French and Spanish.
He retired in 1922 and died in
Madrid, Oct. 18, 1934.

Ramoth-Gilead. Name sig-
nifying the heights of Gilead (q.i\),
where Ahab was slain (2 Chron.
18); also a city of refuge (g.v,).
Rampant. Term in heraldry.
A four-footed beast or monster, re-
presented as standing on its hind
legs, pawing the
air, and with
jaws open, is
said to be ram-
pant. But a
horse in this
position is often

had done so Marlborough, having lies inland from Palk Bay and the
divined the plan, reached Ramil-
lies and offered battle. Villeroi did
not wait for Marsin's main army.
The French army was arranged
with the artillery in the centre,

Gulf of Manaar, and is drained by
the Vaigai river, alongside which
runs the rly. from Madura to
Rameswaram Island. The chief
crops are rice and other food grains,

protected by infantry with cavalry   pulses,  and  cotton.     The  town
on the wings.  Marshy ground was   contains the palace of the raja of

on their left, where flowed the
Little Gheet river, while their
right was protected by two small
villages which they held. They
were faced by the English and
Dutch, infantry in the centre and
cavalry on the flanks. The en-
counter opened with an attack by
the English and Dutch on the
French left, the troops wading
rather than marching to the as-
sault. Ramillies itself was also
assailed, but in vain, and the reply
was the rout of some Dutch
cavalry. Encounters between the

Ramnad, whose title of Setupati
meant Lord of the Bridge, i.e.
Adam's Bridge. Area of dist.,
4,851 aq. m. " Pup. (1951) dist.,
2,080,519 ; town, 24,053.

Ramnagar. Town of the
Uttar union, India, in Benares
dist. It is situated on the right
bank of thfepanges, almost oppo-
side Benares^ It contains the
palace of the maharaja of that city.

Ramon, GASTON (b. 1886).
French bacteriologist. He at-
tended the lycee de Stms and the
veterinary school at Alfort, and in

Rampant in heraldry cen^ or er
the nostrils being dilated, and the
eyes of a different tincture from
that of the body, and so said to be
anime. See Heraldry.

Rampart. Wall of defence used
either in permanent or in field for-
tification. Ancient and medieval
forts had a wall of masonry strong
enough to resist a battering ram
for a long time, and broad enough
to form a platform for the defend-
ers, from which they could dis-
charge missiles. In field works a
rampart is usually a bank of earth,
sometimes supported by masonry;
it is generally protected in modem
warfare by sandbags. See Castle:
Givet illus.

Rampi on
(Campanula ra-
panculus). Pe-
rennial herb be-
longing to the
family Campan-
ulaceae. It is a
native of Eu-
rope, W.Siberia,
and N. Africa.
It has a thick,
fleshy root. The
lower leaves arc Rampion flowers

